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This is why all of the Book Council wh nau – 

Board members, staff, supporters, partners and 

friends – are fiercely focused on our ambition: 

building a nation of readers through more New 

Zealanders reading more, leading to transformed 

lives and enriched communities.

It’s also why the Book Council Board, in a recent 

strategic session, re-confirmed that ambition and 

strongly expressed a desire for the organisation 

to become even more intense and urgent about 

bringing our ambition to life.

Jo and the Book Council team have responded 

to that challenge with wonderful enthusiasm, 

energy, imagination and pace, making 2018 a 

memorable year in terms of scale of activity and 

achievement.

We delivered more programmes to more 

diverse audiences than ever before – and 

introduced new innovations and expansions 

to a range of existing initiatives. As well, we 

ended the year with a very satisfying financial 

result, demonstrating that the organisation not 
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Kia ora tatou. Talofa lava. Malo e lele. Bula 

vinaka.

The recent book by acclaimed reading and 

language researcher, Maryanne Wolf, is a 

comprehensive and cogently argued case for 

the benefits of reading as well as an in-depth 

examination of what is happening to the human 

brain as it adapts to digital mediums.

Human beings, Professor Wolf argues in Reader, 

Come Home, were never born to read:

In a span of only six millennia reading became 

the transformative catalyst for intellectual 

development within individuals and within literate 

cultures. The quality of our reading is not only an 

index of the quality of our thought, it is our best-

known path to developing whole new pathways 

in the cerebral evolution of our species. 

In summary, reading makes human beings, 

communities and the world we share better. 

Moreover, it ‘future proofs’ us as we hurtle 

through a trajectory of constant change and 

disruption.



only continues to deliver outstandingly but is 

also managed and governed prudently and 

sustainably.

For all of this, my sincere thanks go to the 

incomparable team of Jo, Kathryn, Tanya and 

Melissa – and to my inspiring and insightful Board 

colleagues. As well, we are all tremendously 

grateful to all those organisations and individuals 

who support the work of the Book Council and 

partner with us – especially our major funder, 

Creative New Zealand.

Ng  mihi nui

  

Peter Biggs CNZM

Chair: New Zealand Book Council
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Kia ora koutou

The Book Council team is proud to share that we 

delivered more programmes to a more diverse 

audience than ever before. 2018 was a boomer of 

a year.

Our focus was on growing the next generation 

of readers, delivering more than 300 Writers 

in Schools visits to over 57,000 children. Our 

Writers in Communities programme engages 

children and their wider community in reading 

and writing and is all about celebrating the 

written work of children. We ran Writers in 

Communities in five low decile schools in t huhu 

and rural Wairarapa. 

We support schools and teachers in their 

important work growing the next generation of 

readers.  Our 2018 School Library programme 

saw us review more than 140 books that 

were shared in six newsletters to over 2500 

subscribers each time. 
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We are especially interested in encouraging 

children and young people who are reluctant 

readers to read. We delivered the effective ‘book 

trailer’ project, aimed at boys who are reluctant 

readers. Working with Colenso and a group of 

boys, we created a book trailer for the book 

Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them. The 

animated trailer offered a free excerpt to the 

J.K. Rowling book. The book trailer was watched 

over 140,000 times online and by nearly 100,000 

people at Auckland cinemas.

To encourage more New Zealanders to read 

more, we undertook research into New 

Zealanders’ reading habits and found nearly 

half a million Kiwis did not read a book in 

the past year. Our social media campaigns 

#readtosucceed, #readNZ and #lovelibraries 

attracted much attention and engagement across 

Twitter and Facebook.
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We held a number of events aimed at 

encouraging debate about reading, including 

the New Zealand Book Council Lecture that 

was delivered by Joy Cowley. We supported 

ten emerging literary festivals that aimed to 

encourage new audiences to engage with the 

written word.  

What matters to us is the effectiveness of our 

work. We measure this through surveys, research 

and statistics. Our measures show that we can 

be rightly be proud of what we delivered in 2018 

and will seek to build on our impact in the coming 

years.

Thanks must go to the fabulous Book Council 

team – Kathryn, Melissa and Tanya – the 

interns who have worked with us, our incredibly 

supportive Board, partners, funders, and 

members. Without such support we could not 

even imagine that we could achieve what we 

have.

Ng  mihi 
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Jo Cribb

CEO

New Zealand Book Council
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